
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Invocation given by Council Member Swart. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Simpson. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Tina 
Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Jeron Mumme asked for an answer as to whether there will be metal signs placed around 
the building to replace the laminated paper signs. He asked about the gun laws regarding 
the Park. He also asked about an allegation of agenda items and personal gain. 

Shanana Rain Golden-bear spoke of the upcoming Memorial Day events at the Baseball 
Field area. 

PRESENTATIONS: PROCLAMATIONS: REPORTS: 

2. APS PRESENTATION - Electric reliability efforts during summer storm season as
presented by Jeff Spohn, SW Division Manager for APS.

Jeff Spohn, SW Division Manager for APS, referenced a hand-out relative to safe, reliable 
service in the summer throughout the community and asked for any questions. 

3. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of May 8, 2018.

Council Member Swart pointed out that on page 5, the fifth paragraph down, the word 'be' 
needs to be added; on page 12, at the bottom of the page, the word 'be' needs to be 
added, and on page 15, in the second paragraph, it should be 'from· instead of 'form'. 
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B. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series: (Accounts Payable) 43162-43179, 43189-43222
totaling $87,210.83, (Payroll) 43180-43188 totaling $65,583.48.

Council Member Schue moved to accept the Consent Agenda with the corrections to
the Minutes and Council Member Swart seconded the motion. The vote was
unanimous. Motion Carried.

PUBLIC HEARING:

4. PUBLIC HEARINGON WATER ANDWASTEWATER RATES- Public Hearing,
consideration and possible adoption of Resolution No. 18-10 and Resolution No.
18-11 establishing increased water and wastewater rates, fees and charges.

Alternative 1: Status Quo

Alternative 2: Seasonal

Alternative 3: Lower RV Base Changes

The Rates, Fees and Charges for 2018 will become effective on July 1, 2018 and
annually thereafter the Rates, Fees and Charges shown for each of 2019, 2020
and 2021 will become effective on July 1 of that year without further action of the
Council.

Dan Jackson, Vice President of Willdan Financial Services, presented the Public Hearing
in accordance with the Water and Wastewater Study and Long-Term Financial Plan and
reviewed the requirements for the hearing.

Mr. Jackson reviewed aspects of the Water and Wastewater Study and Long-Term
Financial Plan.

Council Member Swart asked if Mr. Jackson was proposing Alternative 3A in the Rate
Study and Mr. Jackson answered that was correct.

Mayor Simpson asked if the current proposed budget reflects Alternative 3A.

Town Manager Ferguson replied that it does with a small adjustment.

Mayor Simpson called for public comment.

Mark Goldberg commented that he thought the Rate Structure Study was extremely well
prepared and is fair for everyone.

Jeron Mumme agreed this is reasonable planning for the future and should be passed.
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Mayor Simpson closed the public hearing, seeing no other interest in commenting. 

Town Attorney Goodwin recommended that the Council adopt the two resolutions 
separately and on Resolution No. 18-11, the Council would need to designate Alternative 
3 as Exhibit A. 

Council Member Swart moved to adopt Resolution No. 18-10 and Vice Mayor Warner 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

Council Member Swart moved to adopt Resolution No. 18-11, Alternative 3A and Vice 
Mayor Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

BUSINESS: 

5. RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO PARK RULES - Review, discussion and
possible direction to staff to prepare an ordinance amending Town Code, Chapter
21 - Park, Recreation Facilities & Cemetery, Article 21-2 - Park, Recreation
Facilities & Cemetery Rules related to dogs, alcoholic beverages and noise.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that the Park and Recreation Committee 
recommended four changes to the Park Rules. The changes follow. 

1. To change the current use per day from 7 hours per day to 4 hours per day.

2. All dogs must be on a leash, except inside the Dog Park.

3. Alcoholic beverages cannot be sold or consumed without a Special Event
Liquor License.

4. No excessive noise without a Special Event Permit.

There was a discussion about excessive noise and decibel readings. 

There was a discussion of the firearms policy in the Park and the need for its review. 

Council Member Schue asked that the firearms policy in the Park be an agenda item and 
Vice Mayor Warner agreed that it should be a future agenda item. 

Jeron Mumme asked about noise levels and a code officer driving around to make sure 
everyone is within the noise level. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated decibel levels would be read when there were 
complaints. 

Jeron Mumme said we should not limit how long people can be in the Park and that they 
should not have to get a special permit to be in the park for a day. 
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Council Member BearCat moved to approve the five items that are on here with the 
caveat that the one part goes to the agenda on firearms, BB guns and so on. 

Mayor Simpson said we need some addition to direct staff to prepare an ordinance 
amending Town Code Chapter 21 in accordance with those changes. 

Council Member BearCat said we need to have the Town staff prepare those changes, 
those five items, and she said she would suggest they wait until we deal with the last one 
before they finalize it. 

Council Member BearCat moved to adopt the five items we are dealing with and have 
staff change the Town Code Chapter 21 to conform and Council Member Goldberg 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried.

6. TOWN OF QUARTZSITE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROUP - Presentation
and discussion of the establishment of a Town of Quartzsite Economic
Development Group to promote economic development in the Town.

Town Manager Ferguson gave a presentation about the Town's local economic 
development. The main points are as follows. 

• Definition of economic development
• QUEST, Quartzsite Urban Economic Sustainability Team
• Authority of QUEST
• The future of QUEST

Town Manager Ferguson noted that business retention is just as important as business 
expansion. He suggested that the following be part of QUEST: the Mayor, the Vice Mayor, 
representation from the Chamber of Commerce, representation from the tourism industry, 
or supporting organizations related to tourism industry, representatives from the financial 
community, representation from APS, and from the educational sector. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that maybe in the future we will be able to afford a 
full-time economic development director. 

There was a discussion of QUEST and the possibilities opened by such an organization 
and how to get other members or participants. 

Mayor Simpson opened the item for public comment. 

Karey Amon said this is a fabulous idea, she loves the name, and it is a step forward. 

Cynthia Kenny, a transplant from California, said that as a prior business owner, she 
thinks the idea is awesome. She said she thought that the citizens should be the major 
part of QUEST. 
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Terry Ross, resident of Quartzsite, commented that Quartzsite could be a fabulous town, 
but there are so many things that have been put off for so long, such as education and 
housing. 

Town Manager Ferguson named the three action items that he is looking for in terms of 
guidance from the Council: concurrence to go in this direction, a motion to direct staff to 
proceed and to bring that back to the Council within a month. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to direct staff to put together whatever we need to do to get 
a steering committee together and to bring it back to the Council and the public within a 
month or better. Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous. Motion Carried.

7. TOWN OF QUARTZSITE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROUP MEMBER

APPOINTMENTS - Discussion of method of appointment of members to the
Town of Quartzsite Economic Development Group.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that Item 7 is more for clarification of what the Council 
wants. 

Mayor Simpson said churches or clergy are an important part of our community. 

There was a discussion of allowing the groups to select members for QUEST to allow for 
more community involvement. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she does not believe this group should be political. 

Council Member Swart asked how the Open Meeting Law pertains to the group. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said it depends on how it is structured; if the members are 
appointed by the Council, pursuant to an ordinance adopted by the Council, then it is 
subject to all the requirements of the Open Meeting Law. 

There was discussion of free dialogue without restriction as the best approach. 

8. MEMBERSHIP AND FUTURE CONTRIBUTION TO THE LA PAZ ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - Discussion and possible direction to staff
regarding the Town of Quartzsite's Membership in the La Paz Economic
Development Corporation (LPEDC) and direction about future contributions to
LPEDC.

There was a discussion of the dissatisfaction in LPEDC's performance for the Town of 
Quartzsite. 

The Town Manager said if you look at the LPEDC bylaws, you will see that the Town of 
Quartzsite has and always will have a seat on the La Paz Economic Development 
Corporation. 
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Vice Mayor Warner said she believes we should send LPEDC a letter letting them know 
of our discontent with what they are doing because it gives them the opportunity to 
improve and it also will help everybody else in the County because it will bring them more 
focus on what they should be doing. She said she also thought we should support them 
to a much lesser degree and make sure there is still somebody on that board that attends 
those meetings so that we are in touch with what is going on in the community. 

There was a discussion of how much money to contribute to the LPEDC. 

Vice Mayor Warner said there should be a caveat in the letter that there may not be 
anything next year. 

Council Member BearCat said she agreed with the letter but not the money. 

Council Member Schue said he would like to keep them as a resource. 

Council Member Swart said he agreed with the letter. He said the Town could spend the 
money developing our own economic development group. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there are two points in the agreement, just for clarification. 
He said the funding of this agreement shall be subject to the annual appropriation of funds 
for this activity by the Town Council pursuant to the required budget process of the Town; 
so, in other words, if you do not put it in the budget, well it is null and void. He said the 
other is in Section C, the Town may withhold payment, in whole or in part, as may be 
necessary to protect it from loss on account of LPEDC's failure to render acceptable 
services as stated in the performance criteria. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that whether we pay them or not is up to the Council. 
He said he agreed a letter explaining the problems should be sent and that we do intend 
to continue to sit on the board. 

The Council decided it wanted to maintain a working relationship with the LPEDC. 

Mayor Simpson opened the Item for public comment. 

Karey Amon said she is in favor of sticking with it but letting them know what the trouble 
is. She does not like burning bridges. 

Jeron Mumme said he agreed with Karey and he does not think we should fund them 
because they are not doing what they are supposed to be doing. He said they should 
have a chance to fix what they are doing. 

Council Member BearCat said she does not see it as burning the bridge by not funding 
them; she said we can still sit at the table. 
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Council Member Schue said completely withdrawing the funding will burn some bridges 
and he would like to see them get fifty dollars. 

Council Member Swart said he believed they burned the bridge. He said they have to 
prove that they are worth the money. 

Mayor Simpson commented he would like the bulk of the money that was reserved for 
the LPCED to be seed money for our own economic development organization. 

Council Member Swart said he is willing to give a thousand dollars. 

Vice Mayor Warner said we should give them at least the opportunity to make it better. 
She said she thought we should fund them to a limited degree. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the last he checked, we have not paid them for this year; 
so, we are still holding the $7,500 payment for the current fiscal year. He said the one 
section that he mentioned noted that we may withhold payment in whole or in part. He 
said we could still do that with the current year's $7,500. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked Town Attorney Goodwin if it would work if we say that we are 
going to fund them $1,000, but that we will withhold payment until we see some things 
that work with the contract. 

Town Attorney Goodwin replied that it seems like you have three options. One option is 
the withholding of the funds, that requires notice of the specific reason why you are 
withholding the funds and to give them a reasonable time to rectify the problem; so, that 
is not terminating the contract, that is withholding funds and they have an opportunity to 
fix things. She said another option is to terminate the contract for cause and that is where 
they have 90 days to cure; and the last option is, during your budget process, to not 
appropriate funds. She said the fourth option would be to keep on going the way you are 
going. She said you are in the budget season and so there is a non-appropriation clause; 
you can always put sufficient funds in contingency if you decide to restart it, but that is a 
way to terminate without any risk or any notice. She said new terms could be renegotiated. 

There was a discussion of the lack of a contract since 2015. Town Manager Ferguson 
said we have just made the payments, except for this year. 

Town Attorney Goodwin indicated that the three options apply assuming the Town has a 
contract. 

Mark Goldberg said, in regard to the existing contract, they are supposed to maintain an 
inventory of information about Quartzsite, which has never been produced the entire time 
we have been a member. He said the Council might want to consider, to give them the 
premium level, withhold the balance of the funds and outline the clear areas of the 
contract that have not been met and say that the part that is most important to us right 
now is to have the inventory of vacant lands and information; if you can prepare that in 
the next three months, the 90-day period that it says in the contract, then we can talk 
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about releasing funds from there. He said if they do not perform, then that gives us over 
$15,000 to start a local program. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if it was correct, if she was understanding what Mr. 
Goldberg said, that we are sending a letter saying produce in 90 days and you will get 
your $7,500 for the 17-18, or a portion of, and we are making no commitment at this point 
for 18-19. 

Council Member Goldberg was asked if that was a motion. Council Member Goldberg 
replied in the affirmative. 

Council Member Swart seconded the motion. 

There was a discussion of whether the $7,500 would be in the current budget. There was 
also a discussion of the money having the label economic development for however it 
used. 

There was a discussion of leaving the money in the budget. 

Town Manager Ferguson said, if the motion goes through, we would withhold the payment 
on the current for the reasons as stated in the agreement. He said he would advise them 
that the intent of the governing body would be to make the determination of how much 
we would pay them based on what they have given us in 90 days. 

The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 9:19 p.m. 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION - An executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(1) for discussion or consideration of possible appointment to the
Common Council.

Council Member Swart moved to adjourn to executive session and Vice Mayor Warner 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: 9:51 p.m. 

Vice Mayor Warner called the meeting back to order at 9:51 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg. 

Mayor Simpson stated that he recused himself from this vote. 

Vice Mayor Warner said the reason is that Mr. Hager is Mayor Simpson's grandson. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin said, for the record, that Mayor Simpson did not participate in 
any portion of the executive session. 

10. APPOINTMENT OF A NEWCOUNCIL MEMBER TO FILL THE VACANT SEAT
- Consider appointment of a Council Member to the Quartzsite Common Council
to fill a vacancy created by the passing of Jerald Kinkade (whose term expires in
2020) until the next regularly scheduled election in Fall 2018.

1. APPOINTMENT OF A NEWCOUNCIL MEMBER TO FILL THE VACANT
SEAT

2. SWEARING IN OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBER

Council Member Goldberg complemented Mr. Hager on stepping forward. 

Council Member Swart said he is excited to have a potential someone of a youthful 
generation to bring some fresh ideas and some fresh thoughts. 

Vice Mayor Warner called for public comment. 

Jeron Mumme said he thought it was a great idea to have Mr. Hager on the Council. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the appointment and Council Member
Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Town Attorney Goodwin suggested that the appointee's name be stated. 

Council Member Swart and Vice Mayor Warner stated the appointee's name, Joseph 
Hager. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she had a motion to appoint Joseph Hager to the Interim Seat 
that will expire in November 2018. She said she had a second. The vote was unanimous. 
Motion Carried.

Mayor Simpson took over the meeting and called the Judge to administer the oath. 

Town Magistrate Shirley administered the Oath of Office. 

Council Member Hager took the Oath of Office. 

Mayor Simpson directed that the record show that Council Member Hager was seated. 

COMMUNICATIONS:

11. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.
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Mayor Simpson announced that he just had a grandson appointed to the Council. 

12. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Swart said he has struggled with this and did a lot of thinking and praying 
and he is not going to run for the Town Council, but he will be here until November. He 
explained that there are personal things, some family things and church things that he 
needs to take care of. 

Council Member BearCat said she went to the emergency preparedness meeting this 
morning and it became obvious that we need to gel with the community. She spoke about 
the little black fly in the eyes of the coyotes and the worms that grow from them that may 
affect pets. 

13. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson reminded everyone that there will be one more budget meeting 
on May 29th and that should wrap it up. 

14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member BearCat asked that firearms in the Park and getting that resolved so that 
we are in compliance with the State be on a future agenda. Council Member Goldberg 
concurred with having that item on an agenda. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 10:02 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 10:02 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 22, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on May 22, 2018. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. , 

DATED this 12th day of June 2018 
� t?t 

/J/J1. � '-: 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

��� Norm Simpson, Mayor 

(\_ � ·ta?�
Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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